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Superintendent’s Memo
Last week we had our Board Committee meeting, Leadership meeting and
Instructional Leadership visits with schools. All of our meetings have now moved
online to ensure we are doing our part in minimizing the risk and reducing the
potential spread of COVID-19. You are all doing a great job of ensuring our schools
are safe places to be and taking care of each other.
COVID-19 individual cases have been identified in three of our schools (EH Walter,
Mannville, WHS). As with any person diagnosed with illness, our thoughts are with
them and we wish them a safe and speedy recovery. BTPS has been proactive in
starting our isolation processes after parents have informed us that their student
had tested positive for COVID-19. When we get this information, we immediately
contact AHS and they have been supportive of us following our procedures
immediately until they are able to get confirmation and start their own contact
tracing.
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Our schools have done a great job of letting their school community know quickly
that there is a positive case and then schools start contacting the close contacts to
give isolation information. If your school community has a positive COVID-19 case,
a letter will come from your principal to let you know that someone has been
identified with COVID-19 and that close contacts will get a phone call or letter from
the principal or assistant principal. This process takes time and involves a number
of people at the school and division office to ensure we communicate as efficiently as
possible.
AHS will also confirm the information to all close contacts and provide additional
health information. The AHS call to close contacts may occur during a person’s
isolation. After we get the confirmation information from Alberta Health Services
regarding the positive COVID-19 case in our schools the updates are posted on our
division website here. We will always maintain the confidentiality of individual’s
health information. If someone needs mental health or addictions support during
this time, we have local supports as well as other resources available:

Mental Health Helpline: Phone: 1-877-303-2642
Employee and Family Assistance Program (EFAP) - 1-888-384-1152
Our Deputy Minister, Andre Corbould let us know that on November 25, 2020 at
1:55 p.m., the wireless public alerting system will send out a test alert across Alberta.
During the test, an alert sound will go off on compatible cellphones with a message
letting the cellphone user know that the sound is part of a test, and there is no need
for concern. If the cellphone is switched off or on silent mode, there will be no sound.
To hear what sound to expect during the test, visit www.alertready.ca
Take care, Rhae-Ann
Buffalo Trail Public Schools is committed to maximizing student learning,
in a safe and caring environment, supported by a highly effective team.

#btpstogether

TRANSPORTATION– Chrysti Mannix, Director

In light of the fact that we cannot present their awards in person, I will ask their teachers to present to
the winners in their classrooms. We will put the certificates and prizes on the van mail for the first week
in December. Thank you to the teachers and students who participated in this year’s BTPS School Bus
Safety Week Poster Contest. We were so excited to see all of the
ways bus drivers were portrayed as hero’s! All poster entries have
been sent to the ASTAC provincial poster contest. Good luck to
everyone!!
Please click here to view all the winners and some examples of the
art work from our BTPS Students.

INCLUSIVE LEARNING - Crystal Tower, Director
10 Reasons A
Daily Routine is
Important
for Your Child
(and How to
Set One)
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SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE SPIRIT AWARD
Buffalo Trail Public Schools is excited to share that we were
selected as one of the recipients of the Mindshare Schools of
the Future Spirit Award!
In February of 2020, Buffalo Trail Public Schools partnered
with Hapara to begin a collaborative project referred to as
Sharing is Caring. The project began by encouraging educators
in BTPS to share their personally created Workspaces publicly
with other educators from across Alberta. Sharing is Caring
evolved quickly, extending to include the alignment of public
Workspace content from around the world with Alberta’s
curriculum standards. From there, a dedicated team of
educators from BTPS and Horizon school division began the process of creating curated resources ranging
from grade K-12, accessible to all Alberta teachers using Hapara Workspace.

This award is kudos to the hard work, dedication, and sharing culture evident throughout Buffalo Trail
Public Schools. Congratulations BTPS!
Here’s a link to the video submission.

FACILITIES - Randy Huxley, Director
In 1962, President Kennedy was visiting the NASA Space Center when he noticed a man with a broom. He stopped and asked
the man what he was doing. The man replied, “I’m helping to put a man on the moon”. To most people, he was just cleaning
the building but he could see the bigger picture.
With Remembrance Day on November 11th and the second wave of COVID-19 hitting our province, I have been thinking about
“Unsung Heroes”. It is a fact that schools would not be open and that staff and students would not be safe to attend classes
without the important daily work custodians perform. The goal of custodians has not changed; however, the purpose has
become very clear.
Since March 15, our custodians have been focused on enhanced cleaning in our facilities. We use the two-wipe disinfection
process on all high touch surfaces. Custodial staff are disinfecting all high touch surfaces in the entrances, halls, and common
areas including all washrooms at least three times per day, as well as in the evening before school resumes the next day. We
have purchased electrostatic cleaning units for a third step in disinfecting. Hand sanitizer is available at all entrances and in
classrooms. We have also adjusted our shifts to include more daytime hours while students are in the building.
As we are all feeling the fatigue from the pressure of the pandemic, my hope is that we all help to lighten the load for each
other. Place your garbage in the containers provided, wipe or remove your shoes as required, thank your custodian for the
important work that they do, or simply say “Hello!” as they miss your smiles hidden beneath your mask.
Facility Services would like to thank all of the school staff and students for their assistance and co-operation with their custodians during the first two months of school. Our custodians have done a great job making our schools a safe place for staff and
students during the pandemic.
The remaining CMR Stimulus projects will be completed by late November. We would like to thank staff for their patience and
understanding as some of these projects have been occurring in your schools since you have returned this fall.
With the onset of winter, a reminder to ensure that all of your windows are closed and locked when you leave at the end of
the day.
Also, please ensure that exterior doors are not being propped open. If access is required from the exterior, please key the
door hardware open.
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Buffalo Trail Public Schools is committed to maximizing student learning,
in a safe and caring environment, supported by a highly effective team.
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